
"The Skye Boat Song" is a 19th-century Scottish folk song. I wrote an easy 
arrangement of this song for a 27 string Celtic lever harp, which you can hear 
me play on a 27 string Camac Odyssey in this video: 
https://youtu.be/80FXC4QXRLQ

I wanted this arrangement to be as easy and as relaxing as possible to play! So in 
order to do that, I tuned most of my strings in pentatonic tuning (so that I could 
play nice-sounding glissandi with my left hand) – except for the middle strings 
which I tuned diatonically (so I could play richer harmonies with my right hand). 
So the left hand accompaniment of the melody is essentially made of effortless 
glissandi. Not only are glissandi probably the most fun AND the easiest harp 
technique to play, but the flowing notes also recall the sea waves that the Skye 
Boat is riding! Because the left hand is so simple you only need to focus on the 
right hand, which makes the piece accessible for beginner players. 

To make this easy piece work, the most important thing is to make sure you tune 
your harp properly so that you can get away with pentatonic glissandi for your 
left hand! So here are the tuning instructions explaining how to do that.

STEP 1: put all your harp levers down, and tune your harp in Eb.

STEP 2: now, lift UP all the levers indicated with a green arrow.

STEP 3: take your tuning key and re-tune the string indicated with a star as Db
(instead of D).

You are ready to go – enjoy the boat ride!
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